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18 December 1983 


WASHINGTON 

REVEAL NERVE GAS THREAT AGAINST PRESIDENT FORD 
BY ANDREW ALEXANDER 


LfiW ENFORCE HE! 


OFFICIALS? WITH HELP FR0H THE LENTRRL 


STAT 


I ntelligence mgen cy? foiled f; plot in iS?4 to kill President Gerald 
For? with nerve gas? recording to two chekicrl weapons experts. 

| HE I ft STORY IS BOLSTERED BY ft LOS MNGELES POLICE DETECTIVE WHO 5ft ID 
HE LERRNED OF ft THREAT RGRINST THE PRESIDENT AND HELPED REPREHEND THE 
MAN WHO MRDE IT. 

WHEN HE WftE ARRESTED 5 THE DETECTIVE SAID? THE MAN HRS FOUND TO HAVE 
THE KNOWLEDGE RND HOST OF THE INGREDIENTS NEEDED TO MANUFACTURE R 
LETHRL NERVE GRS. 

The- CLRIK BY THE TWO CHEMICAL HERPOKS EXPERTS? - NEIL C. L I V I NGST ON E ' 
fjnd Joseph I>. Douglass ? is contrined in r prper they authored which 

IS TO BE PUBLISHED IN JfiNURRY BY THE I NSTITUTE FOR FOREIGN POLICY 
HKRLYSIS IN BOSTON. 

According to the prper rhd the detective? the thrert wrs krde by 

HUHRREH KERBEGOVIC? ft NfiTIVE OF YUGOSLAVIA? WHO WRS RRRESTED IN LOS 

— — ■ - 

MNGELES IN HUGUST OF 1974 RHD CHRRGED IN CONNECTION WITH ft SERIES OF 
BOMBINGS. He WRS SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND GUILTY OF KILLING THREE PEOPLE 
WITH ft BOMB HE HRD FLfi'HTED IN ft LOCKER IN THE LOS MNGELES 
-I NTERNRT I ONRL PilRPORT. 

The AUTHORITIES CRLLED KERBEGOVIC ftS THE ’ ' MLFHRBET BOMBER 5 ’ 
BECAUSE?' THEY SftlDl WHEN HE TELEPHONED OR KRI LED x BOHB THRERTS HE . 
DESIGNRTED EACH ONE WITH fi DIFFERENT LETTER OF THE ALPHABET . 

n Secret Service sfokeshrn in Washington srid the rgency hrs no 

RECORD OF KERBEGOVIC THRERTENING fi PRESIDENT. 


But senior detect-ive hrleigh HcCre e? herd df the Ids mngeles Police 

DEPARTMENT 5 S BONE SQUAD RND THE MAN WHO HERDED THRT RGENCY T S 
INVEST I GRT I ON ’ OF THE i ‘RLFHRBET BOMBINGS? 5 5 SRID THE SECRET SERVICE 
TOLD HIM RT THE TIME THRT KERBEGOVIC HRD MRDE ft THRERT ON THE 
PRESIDENT. HcUREE SRID THERE MRY HfiVE BEEN THRERTS RGRINST BOTH FORD 
RND HIS PREDECESSOR? KlCHRRD H. NIXON? WHO RESIGNED ON MUSUST f 


? M / li 

I I 


THEIR PRPER 5 LIVINGSTONE RND UDUGLRSS WRITE I 


* » ! w -nu 


ONE DF THE 


MESSAGES ... THE MLPHRBET BOMBER SRID THRT HE POSSESSED NERVE GRS RND 
WRS COMING TO. WASHINGTON TO KILL THE PRESIDENT . 5 5 

From kerbegovic 5 s description of the nerve grs? Livingstone rnd 

DOUGLASS CONTINUE? FEDERRL AUTHORITIES CONCLUDED THERE WRS -fi 4 ‘HIGH 
PROBABILITY 5 ' THE THRERT WRS RERL. 

CONTINUED 
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i4 rR0M ft ROOK IK THE BASEMENT OF THE MH2TE MOUSE? 5 5 THE PAPER 
STATES ; 44 TH£ SECRET SERVICE AND OTHER FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFF! CIALS COORO I KftTED ONE OF THE HOST INTENSIVE MANHUNTS 2N THE' 

N ft T 3 OK ! S HISTORY. USING SOPH I ST I GATED AUDIO EEUZ PMENT ftftOVIOEO EY THE 
C lfi? EXTEKS3 \*£ PSYCHOLDGI CAL PROFILING? ftND ft THOROUGH ft E V I E W OF 
FEDERAL PERSONNEL' RECORDS? THE SEftRCH WAS K ft ft: R OKED TO ft SINGLE 
2 KD 3 V 3 DUfiL LOCATED IN LOS MNGELES. $0 HRSS2VE WAS THE C tfMhjTHEN ; OF 
FECERftL RESOURCES THftT THE ENTIRE SEftRCH TOOK ONLY 18 . HOURS. 5 5 

WHEN KERBEGOVIC HftS fiRRESTED ON MUGUST 20? 1974? THE ft UT HORS HR2TE? 
AUTHORITIES FOUND THftT 4 4 HE HftS NOT LYING. He ftCTUftLLY HftD ft 
HOME-MADE NERVE ftGENT . 5 5 

rlCLREE? M HO S ft 2 D HE -MBS ftHftRE THE Clfi HftD HELPED ANALYZE VOICE 
RftTTERNS ON KERBEGOVIC 5 S TftFED THREftTS? Sft2 D THE SULK OF THE NOR K 
THftT LED TO HIS fiRREST HftS ftCTUftLLY DONE BY LOS MNGELES r6L3.CE. 

He CONFIRMED THftT WHEN KeRBEGOVI C 5 S HOME HftS SEfiRCHED ftFTER HIS 
fiRREST IT HftS FOUND THftT HE POSSESSED MOST OF THE INGREDIENTS- TO MfiKE 
ft NERVE GftS BOMS. 

The only thing lacking has rn organic phosphate which? nken combined 

WITH THE OTHER INGREDIENTS? WOULD HAVE PRODUCED ft HIGHLY LET KfiL NERVE 
.ftGENT? HcCREE SftID. . 

HcCrEE SftID HIS INVESTIGATORS FOUND THftT KER.BEGOVI C HftD ORDERED THE 
ORGANIC PHOSPHATE FROM ft CHEMICAL MANUFACTURER 4 'ftND IT HftD BEEN 
SHIPPED TD LOS MNGELES ftND IT HftS JUST WRITING TO BE PICKED- UP. ME 
MRS THftT CLOSE. 55 

HcCREE SftID THE NERVE GftS BOMB KERBEGOVI C PLANNED TO MANUFACTURE 
COULD HAVE KILLED THE PRESIDENT ftND ftLL THOSE NEAR HIM IF DETONATED 

• 4 ” ™ * -w t* w , . < t\ — . n F.ntr,. nt »» n nr r t h r. i u « * ^ r j h*. « 4 ^ Ft n is* £• +. v ?* w 

THE RIGHT DIRECTION? IT COULD HAVE CARRIED THE GftS AND COULD HAVE • ■ 
BEEN HIGHLY LETHAL? 5 . 5 HE SftID. 

KERBEGOVI C WAS NOT CHARGED WITH THREATENING THE PRESIDENT BECAUSE 
PROSECUTORS FELT THEY HftD ft STRONG ENOUGH CASE AGAINST HIM TO ASSURE 
HE MOULD BE. SENT TO JAIL ? ACCORDING TO HCUREE. 

Li vingstone? the chief author of the. soon-to-be-published paper? 

WILL NOT NAME THE SOURCE OF HIS INFORMATION ON THE INCIDENT EXCEPT TD 
SAY IT CAME 'FROM SOMEONE WHO HAD BEEN ft 4 4 SENIOR MEMBER 5 5 OF THE 

Secret Service presidential protection detail during 1974 ., 
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i i SHAT THEY WERE DEALING WITH WAS ESSENT 2 ALLY ft VERY SKILLED LOONEY 
WITH. THE ABILITY TO MANUFACTURE ft VERY RUDIMENT ftRY AGENT ftHD THEM 
HAVE HIM DM THE LOOSE 2K WASHINGTON? ? 5 E-fi2D LIVINGSTONE. 

LIVINGSTONE Eft ID THE SECRET SERVICE HILL HOT PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGE 
THE TKREBT FROM KeRSEGOVIC BECAUSE THE AGENCY FEftRE IT MOULD 
ENCOURAGE i * 2 MI TftT I VE BEHAVIOR* * EY OTHERS. 

His source did mot reveal mhether Ford mbs informed of the threat? 
Livingstone said. 

LIVINGSTONE? MOM ft VICE PRESIDENT WITH ft M ft SHI NGTON PUBLIC RELATIONS 
FIRM? FORMERLY WORKED FOR THE HOUSE INTERNAL SECURITY C OMMITTEE. 

Douglass? ft former Defense Department analyst? is now a consultant 

WHO SPECIALIZES IN CHEMICAL WEAPONS. 
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